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Environment taken 
for granted?
• Universities have always been 

associated with place and time

• Distinctive buildings

• Part of the local built environment

• Differences between institutions

• Memories for alumni

• Yet it’s only recently that scholars have 
turned their attention to space

• How do HE spaces affect us?

• Learning and teaching?

• Wider community?
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LTSHE Project

Output 1: Review of 

scholarship, policy and practice

Output 2: Case study of 

practice

Output 3: Study visits

Output 4: Guidelines of 

practice



Categories of space

City/ 
community

Campus

Building

Individual 
room



University and the 
city/community

Catalyst for development

Heritage management

Landmark buildings

Gateways to the city?

Reflect engagement with 
wider community?



Curzon building

Parkside building

Priestley building

STEAMhouse
building (just off 
picture)

Millennium Point –
Engineering and 
Birmingham Science 
Museum

Conservatoire

Halls of residence
Curzon extension 
now occupies this 
public site

HS2 Station –
under 
construction

University – a catalyst for development

BCU: a case 
study



Perry Barr district, c. 1950s
UCE/ BCU Perry Barr campus, 1971-
2010

Transformation of a district



Campus design?

• Open space

• Landscaping

• Direction

• Integration



Impact on learning and 
teaching styles?



Impact on lecture styles

Traditional lecture theatre 
with modern styling

Traditional classroom 
layout

HIVE style



Social learning space
concentrated in facilities such as the 
University libraries and in foyers and 

other open spaces.



Specialised
spaces – the 
‘smart 
campus’?



Virtual space

Progress of digitalisation

Monitoring students?

Flipped learning

Online/ distance learning following 
Covid-19 Pandemic

Hybridisation following Covid-19 
Pandemic



Social space? • University spaces as 
social spaces

• Different 
communities use in 
different ways

• End of the ‘sticky 
campus’?
• Social learning 

theories applied to 
space?



Shared 
spaces: a new 

paradigm?

A lot of wasted space

Lending space to others?

Sharing space with external communities

Collaboration with community groups

Collaboration with SMEs



ATV and AAB University, 
Pristina

• ATV (Pristina television company) and 
AAB University main building joined

• Media students work with ATV

• Students engaged in making TV 
programmes



STEAMhouse

• STEAMhouse brings together academics and 
entrepreneurs across the West Midlands and 
beyond;

• STEAMhouse - ‘innovation centre’, aimed at 
encouraging the collaboration of the arts, 
science, technology, engineering and maths
(STEAM) sectors to address challenges facing 
contemporary society;

• Shared space – room for young entrepreneurs/ 
academics working side by side;

• Open space for university and external 
collaborators;

• STEAMhouse project - potential for changing 
the way we see learning and teaching space.  



Ubiware, Department 
of Electronics, 
Telecommunications 
and Informatics (DETI)

• Experimentation by academics 
and industry

• Computer sciences, shared 
with SMEs

• SMEs use space

• SMEs develop their rooms as 
they wish



Implications?

Reflects learning paradigms

Reflects fashion

A social space

Hybridisation of physical and virtual 
space

Potential for new ways of engaging 
with external communities


